
State  Leaders’  National  Forum  
on  Reentry  and  Recidivism  

Collaborative Approaches to Public Safety



8:00  a.m. Registration

8:30  a.m. Welcome  
Michael Thompson, Director, Council of State Governments Justice Center

Representative Pat Colloton, Chair, House Committee on Corrections and Juvenile Justice, Kansas

8:45  a.m. Remarks  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice  
The Honorable Laurie Robinson,  
U.S. Department of Justice

9:00  a.m. Remarks  from  the  U.S  House  of  Representatives  
The Honorable Frank Wolf, Chair, U.S House  Appropriations Committee, Subcommittee on Commerce, 
Justice, and Science 

The Honorable Chaka Fattah,
Commerce, Justice, and Science

9:15  a.m. The  Role  of  the  Corrections  Director  in  Reentry  and    
Reducing  Recidivism
A.T. Wall, 
Corrections, Rhode Island

9:25  a.m. The  Honorable  Sheldon  Whitehouse,  U.S.  Senator,    
Rhode  Island

9:30  a.m. Recent  National  and  State-by-State  Trends  in  Recidivism
Ryan King, 

9:45  a.m. Policies  and  Practices  Essential  to  Reducing  Recidivism
Ed Latessa, Ph.D., Corrections Institute, University of Cincinnati

10:25  a.m. Panel  Discussion:  Setting  Recidivism  Reduction-Goals    
and  Realizing  Those  Targets
moderator:   Michael Thompson, Director, Council of State Governments Justice Center

panelists: Representative Pat Colloton, Chair, House Committee on Corrections and  
Juvenile Justice, Kansas

Chris Epps, 

Justin Jones, Director, Department of Corrections, Oklahoma

Michael Lawlor,  

LaDonna Thompson, Commissioner, Department of Corrections, Kentucky

A.T. Wall, Director, Department of Corrections, Rhode Island
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11:15  a.m. What  Will  Be  Your  Role  in  Helping  Your  State  Set  and  Realize  a  Goal  for  
Reducing  Recidivism?  (Breakout  Sessions  According  to  Discipline)  
Corrections Directors: Grand Ballroom Central

State Champions: Grand Ballroom South

12:30  p.m. Working  Lunch:  How  Police  Executives  Responded  to  the    

Gary Dennis, Ph.D.,  
U.S. Department of Justice

The Honorable Michael A. Delaney, 

Darrel Stephens, 

1:30  p.m. Developing  State  Plans  
(Breakout  Sessions  by  State  Team)

2:45  p.m. Break

3:00  p.m. The  Honorable  Rob  Portman,  U.S.  Senator,  Ohio

3:10  p.m. State/Federal  Panel:  How  Can  the  Federal  Government    
Help  States  Reduce  Recidivism?
moderator:   Amy Solomon,

U.S. Department of Justice

panelists:  Liz Aloi, 
on the Judiciary

Assemblyman Jeffrion L. Aubry, 

Tom Culligan, 
Appropriations Committee, Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, and Science

Gary Mohr, Director, Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections, Ohio

Andy Pallito, Commissioner, Department of Corrections, Vermont  

Ruby Qazilbash, Associate Deputy Director for Justice Systems, Bureau of Justice 

4:00  p.m. Next  Steps:  Working  Together  to  Reach  Our  Goals
Denise O’Donnell, 
Justice

4:30  p.m. End
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[Type  text]  

                                                                                        
Dear  Colleague:  

You  recently  received  an  invitation  from  the  leaders  of  the  Council  of  State  Governments  Justice  
Center  and  the  Association  of  State  Correctional  Administrators  to  participate  in  a  national  forum  on  
reentry  and  recidivism  reduction  on  December  8,  2011,  in  Washington,  D.C.      This  event  is  sponsored  
by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice,  along  with  the  Pew  Center  on  the  States  and  the  Public  Welfare  
Foundation.    I  hope  you  will  make  time  to  attend  this  important  meeting.  

   Prisoner  reentry  is  a  priority  issue  at  the  Department  of  Justice.    Our  commitments  in  this  area  
include  Second  Chance  Act  investments,  reentry  research  and  evaluation,  national  recidivism  studies,  
the  establishment  of  the  National  Reentry  Resource  Center,  and  a  new  interagency  Reentry  Council  led  
by  U.S.  Attorney  General  Eric  Holder.    Effective  reentry  strategies  that  reduce  recidivism  are  central  to  
our  work  and  mission.    

   We  see  this  forum  as  a  unique  opportunity  to  build  on  the  momentum  you  and  your  counterparts  
from  across  the  country  have  helped  to  generate  in  the  area  of  reentry  and  to  close  the  gap  between  
current  practice  and  what  the  research  tells  us  works  to  reduce  recidivism. We  also  are  eager  to  hear  
from  you  and  state  leaders  across  the  country  about  how  we  in  the  Department  of  Justice  can  help  you  
ensure  that  our  combined  efforts  in  the  area  of  reentry  yield  measurable  reductions  in  recidivism.  

   Please  return  your  registration  form  at  your  earliest  convenience  to  confirm  your  participation  in  
this  invitation-only  meeting.    If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  conference,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  
contact  conference  organizers  at  the  Council  of  State  Governments  Justice  Center  (ailarraza@csg.org).
We  look  forward  to  seeing  you  in  December  and  working  together  to  create  safer  communities.      

Sincerely,

                                

   Laurie  O.  Robinson                  Denise  O'Donnell  
   Assistant  Attorney  General               Director  
   Office  of  Justice  Programs               Bureau  of  Justice  Assistance





About  the  Partners

The  Council  of  State  Governments  Justice  Center
organization that serves policymakers at the local, state, and federal levels from all 
branches of government. It provides practical, nonpartisan advice and consensus-
driven strategies—informed by available evidence—to increase public safety and 
strengthen communities. The Justice Center specializes in taking on complex issues 
at the intersection of the criminal justice, public health, and other systems. Staff 
and board members are committed to bringing a diverse range of professions and 
perspectives together to ensure that recommended policy reforms are practical and 
effective. For more about the CSG Justice Center, see www.justicecenter.csg.org.

The  Bureau  of  Justice  Assistance,
Justice, supports law enforcement, courts, corrections, treatment, victim services, 
technology, and prevention initiatives that strengthen the nation’s criminal justice 
system. BJA provides leadership, services, and funding to America’s communities 

collaborations and partnerships, promoting capacity building through planning, 
streamlining the administration of grants, increasing training and technical 
assistance, creating accountability of projects, encouraging innovation, and 
ultimately communicating the value of justice efforts to decision makers at every 
level. Visit www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA for more information.

The  Pew  Center  on  the  States is a division of The Pew Charitable Trusts that 

public policy, inform the public, and stimulate civic life. Launched in 2006, the 

policies and practices in sentencing and corrections that protect public safety, hold 
offenders accountable, and control corrections costs. For more information, visit 
www.pewcenteronthestates.org.

The  Public  Welfare  Foundation supports efforts to ensure fundamental rights and 
opportunities for people in need. The Criminal and Juvenile Justice Program seeks 
out opportunities for systems change to reduce prison and jail populations and 
rates of incarceration in America while ensuring public safety. To learn more about 
the Public Welfare Foundation, see www.publicwelfare.org.

The  Association  of  State  Correctional  Administrators
public correctional policy, serve as a clearinghouse of correctional information 
and standards, identify and share correctional best practices, advance the 
professionalism of the corrections discipline, and serve the individual and agency 

through acceptance by policymakers of ASCA’s agenda, which will be grounded in 
empirical data and thorough analysis;; (2) to identify and serve as a clearinghouse to 
share with its members proven correctional practices, standards, and performance 
measures to ensure the furtherance of successful state-of- the-art activities;; and 
(3) to support its membership through a regimen of training and professional 
development programs designed to enhance members’ professional skills and 
awareness of advancements in the profession. To learn more about the Association 
of State Correctional Administrators, see www.ASCA.net.
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