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National Reentry Resource Center
Objectives

Provide a one-stop, interactive source of
current, user-friendly reentry information.

ldentify, document, and promote evidence-
based practices.

Advance the reentry field through training,
distance learning, and knowledge
development.

Deliver individualized, targeted technical

assistance to the Second Chance Act grantees.
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Presentation Overview

* Introduction to the Reentry Council

* Reentry Mythbusters
— What are they and who are they for?
— What topics are covered?
— Summary of Mythbusters
* Public Housing
 Employment
* Federal Benefits
* Veterans
* Juvenile

e Resources and Contacts
e Questions?
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Introduction to the Reentry Council




BUSTERS!

Introduction to the Reentry Council

» Attorney General hosted first meeting on 01/05/11

e 7 Cabinet members and other Administration leaders
in attendance

* Engaged and productive discussion
* Adopted mission statement and goals
e Substantial commitments made as result of the meeting

* Empowered staff — representing 18 federal departments and
agencies — to work towards goals

e Bi-annual meetings (second meeting: September 27)
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Introduction to the Reentry Council

Participating Agencies
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Introduction to the Reentry Council

Reentry Council Mission Statement

To support the Administration’s efforts in advancing public
safety and well-being through enhanced communication,
coordination, and collaboration across Federal
agency initiatives that:

1. Make communities safer by reducing recidivism and victimization;

2. Assist those returning from prison and jail in becoming productive citizens;
and

3. Save taxpayer dollars by lowering the direct and collateral costs
of incarceration.
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Introduction to the Reentry Council

Reentry Council Goals

To identify research and evidence-based practices, policies, and programs that advance the
Reentry Council’s mission around prisoner reentry and community safety.

To identify Federal policy opportunities and barriers to improve outcomes for the reentry
population.

To promote Federal statutory, policy, and practice changes that focus on reducing crime and
improving the well-being of formerly incarcerated individuals, their families and
communities.

To identify and support initiatives in the areas of education, employment, health, housing,
faith, drug treatment, and family and community well-being that can contribute to successful
outcomes for formerly incarcerated individuals.

To leverage resources across agencies that support this population in becoming productive
citizens, and reducing recidivism and victimization.

To coordinate messaging and communications about prisoner reentry and the
Administration’s response to it.




Coordinate and
leverage
federal
resources for
reentry

Remove or
help navigate
federal
barriers to
reentry

Use the bully pulpit to
advance effective
reentry strategies and
provide visibility and
transparency to reentry
programs and policies
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Introduction to the Reentry Council

Coordinating and Leveraging Resources

v’ Inventoried/mapped federal reentry investments

v’ Collaborative Reentry Solicitations
v’ Interagency Reentry Researcher Network
v’ Juvenile Reentry Focus

v Reentry Policy Guidance and Toolkit for US Attorneys
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Introduction to the Reentry Council

National Reentry
Resource
Center
inventoried and
mapped major
federal reentry
resources

going to states
and localities

www.nhationalreentryresourcecenter.org
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Introduction to the Reentry Council
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Introduction to the Reentry Council

Using the Bully Pulpit to Advance the Reentry Agenda

the NATIONAL REENTRY =
>N RESOURCE CENTER -

Reentry Council Website
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A Product of the Federal Interagency Reentry Council P u b I i C E d u Ca ti O n M ate r' i a I S

www.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/reentry-council
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What are Myth Busters?

MYTH BUSTERS are a product of the
Federal Interagency Reentry Council.

They are fact sheets, designed to clarify existing
federal policies that affect formerly incarcerated
individuals and their families in areas such as public
housing, access to benefits, parental rights,
employer incentives, and more.

t\ the NATIONAL REENTRY
4 ’0 RESOURCE CENTER
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What are Myth Busters?

On Child Support

REENTRY

Each sheet addresses a common ‘myth’
|
about reentry, ranging from financial aid to M YT H BNUSTER“
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What are Myth Busters?

*But, in some policy areas, states and
localities have broad discretion in
determining how policies are applied, or they
have various opt-out provisions.

Myth Busters clarify
existing policies that
affect both formerly
incarcerated
individuals and their
families.

*In some cases, statutory barriers do not

In some cases, federal exist at all or are very limited.
laws and policies are

narrower that
commonly perceived,
including public
housing & benefits.

*And, some federal policies contain
incentives for assisting the formerly
convicted population (including federal
bonding and tax incentives).




MYTH CLUERRSL$E

Who can use Myth Busters?

Prison, jail, o
community whq want to ensure that individuals can access fg@eral
. benefits, as appropriate, upon release, to help stabilize

=G ACRERC RN the critical first days and weeks after incarceration.

parole officers

Reentry Serv.'ce --who want to know how to access the laws and policies
providers and faith- related to public housing, student aid, and various federal
based benefits. The Myth Busters also describe child support

R U CPtions and parental rights.

Employers and -- who are interested in the incentives and protections
workforce involved in hiring formerly convicted individuals, or who
development want to better understand the appropriate use of a
specialists criminal record in hiring.

-- that want to understand, modify, or eliminate certain
SIENCERE ORI phans on benefits (TANF, SNAP) for people who have been

Cls [ convicted of drug felonies.
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What topics are covered?

CHILD FEDERAL SOCIAL PARENTAL Jra\)ls
SUPPORT BONDING Sl In A RIGHTS BENEFITS
PROGRAMS R:13) 32Nk

FEDERAL SNAP HIRING / FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT
STUDENT SENSEEEE CRIMINAL -+ G IE gﬁggﬁgouno
FINANCIAL RECORDS o] N[e][5

AID

HOW VETERANS [SISs WORK VETERANS
POLICIES  EEISCH ousine Bl HEALTH

APPLY TO
JUVENILES

FEDERAL  MN7SNNI YOUTH Ve el MEDICAID
TAXES CEOGLUER ACCESS TO XTI PN SUSPENSION
EDUCATION

CARE
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On Public Housing

fact

111V [TE1EY Public Housing Authorities have
Y el -1 -0 61-1-11] great discretion in determining
Polol1 " ol 0=Ts o 2 Rela 1 112) their admissions and occupancy
P e e ki ro ] Policies for ex-offenders. While
PHAs can choose to ban ex-
offenders from participating in
public housing and Section 8
programs, it is not HUD policy to do
so. In fact, in many circumstances,
formerly incarcerated people
should not be denied access.

public housing.

Click here to go to the Mythbuster!




REENTRY

MYTH GLERRSLEE

“As President Obama recently
made clear, this is an
Administration that believes in
the importance of second
chances - that people who
have paid their debt to society
deserve the opportunity to
become productive citizens and
caring parents, to sef the past
aside and embrace the future.
Part of that support means
helping ex-offenders gain
access to one of the most
fundamental building blocks of
a stable life — a place to live.”

Letter from Secretary Shaun Donovan
and Assistant Secretary Sandra B.
Henriquez to public housing authority
directors, June 17, 2011.

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20410-0001

THE SECRETARY June 17, 2011

Dear PHA Executive Director:

Each year, more than half a million people are released from prisons in the United States,
and an additional seven million are released from jails. Research shows that ex-offenders who
do not find stable housing in the community are more likely to recidivate than those who do, yet
people returning to their communities from prison often face significant barriers to obtaining
housing. Studies have also found that the majority of people released from prison intend to
return to their families, many of whom live in public or other subsidized housing.

The Department is engaged in several initiatives that seek a balance between allowing ex-
offenders to reunite with families that live in HUD subsidized housing, and ensuring the safety of
all residents of its programs. To that end, we would like to remind you of the discretion given to
public housing agencies (PHAs) when considering housing people leaving the criminal justice
system. The Department encourages you to allow ex-offenders to rejoin their families in the
Public Housing or Housing Choice Voucher programs, when appropriate.

Within HUD statute and regulations, there are only two explicit bans on occupancy
based on criminal activity. PHAs must establish a lifetime ban on admission to the Public
Housing and Housing Choice Voucher programs for:

1. Individuals found to have manufactured or produced methamphetamine on the
premises of federally assisted housing (24 CFR 960.204, 24 CFR 982.553); and

2. Sex offenders subject to a lifetime registration requirement under a State sex
offender registration program (24 CFR 960.204, 24 CFR 982.553).

Additionally, PHAs must establish standards that prohibit admission if the PHA
determines that any household member is currently engaged in illegal use of a drug, or the PHA
has reasonable cause to believe that a household member’s illegal drug use, alcohol use, or
pattern of drug or alcohol abuse may threaten the health, safety, or right to peaceful enjoyment of
the premises by other residents. PHAs must also prohibit admission of an applicant for 3 years
from the date of eviction if a household member has been evicted from federally assisted housing
for drug-related criminal activity. In this case, however, PHAs retain discretion to consider the
circumstances and may admit households if the PHA determines that the evicted household
member who engaged in drug-related criminal activity has successfully completed a supervised
drug rehabilitation program, including those supervised by drug courts, or that the circumstances
leading to eviction no longer exist (24 CFR 960.204, 24 CFR 966.4, 24 CFR 982.553).

Beyond these restrictions, PHAs have broad discretion to set admission and termination
policies for the Public Housing and Housing Choice Voucher programs. When screening family
behavior and suitability for tenancy, PHAs may consider all relevant information, including
factors which indicate a reasonable probability of favorable future conduct. For example,
evidence of rehabilitation and evidence of the applicant family’s participation in or willingness
to participate in social services such as counseling programs should be taken into consideration
by the PHA.

a
y

Shaun Donovan mquez
Secretary Assistant Secretary for Publi

and Indian Housing
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On the Work Opportunity Tax Credit

au)fact

Employers have no Employers can save money on their
Ve [ 1 R lalele 11 1-0 -1 4 federal income taxes in the
. form of a tax credit incentive through

D Y ';";mg the Work Opportunity Tax Credit

WS LA (WOTC) program by hiring ex-felons.
An ex-felon under WOTC is an
individual who has been convicted of
a felony under any statute of the
United States or any State, and has a
hiring date which is within one year
from the date of conviction or release
from prison.

Click here to go to the Mythbuster!
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On Federal Bonding Programs

au)fact

CITHGELEEREL TN Through the Federal Bonding
CTaTl VTS EVENG o Program (FBP), funded and

EWVA N1 -Teid administered by the U.S. DOL,

G T EEIWEER ] ) fidelity insurance bonds are

T LN o] [1aa"A available to indemnify employers
=l Ny [ Z[aVA LTI for loss of money or property
IV TRV [VE1R sustained through the dishonest
W VAR o )-R (e Mo I-8 acts of their employees (i.e.,

G LG M theft, forgery, larceny, and
embezzlement).

Click here to go to the Mythbuster!
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On Hiring/Criminal Records Guidance

fact

LRGN An arrest or conviction
ol [ EINETL I8 B record will NOT

CUEEICIELE L automatically bar individuals

LULLRIELE from employment.
employment.

Click here to go to the Mythbuster!
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Criminal Histories and
Employment Background Checks

au)fact

A =T o [T 14 B According to the Fair Credit Reporting Act

o 1= NeLe o) Ao Lo 11 @ (FCRA), employers must get one’s
criminal history permission, usually in writing, before asking

. a background screening company for a
from companies that pEs" ]
criminal history report. If one does not give

permission or authorization, the application

do background

o [Tl SR GV BTGV £ employment may not get reviewed. If a

permission. person does give permission but does not
get hired because of information in the
report, the potential employer must follow
several legal obligations.

Click here to go to the Mythbuster!
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On Child Support

au)fact

([ BT e [F18 Half of all states have formalized
CETNIERTLE-TE Y processes for reducing child
[3[eF-[gel:15-1-Te B support orders during
CENL G EVERGETA incarceration. Three-quarters of
o 1[[c K{TTe]eJe]u 4 all states have laws that permit
oo TR -Te [TT1-T¢ @ incarcerated parents to obtain a
reduced or suspended support
order.

Click here to go to the Mythbuster!
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On Parental Rights

au)fact

(o4 [1[ RW7-1 E17=Y Important exceptions to the
CTe SO EER: (8 requirement to terminate
L= RN parental rights provide child

Gl (G EVCERCETCET 1) welfare agencies and states
AN EICIAER with the discretion to work with

[[oF:[1-1£-1-Te M incarcerated parents, their
children and the caregivers to
preserve and strengthen
family relationships.

Click here to go to the Mythbuster!
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On Federal Student Financial Aid

au)fact

AN TR -8 Individuals who are currently
o (I EINGCL o FER incarcerated in a federal, state,
a[e] &1 [[e]|o][cR (e} Or lOocal correctional institution
=EIVERELR TR have some limited eligibility. In
SULERISILGERTEEIR general, restrictions on federal
=1[e ¥ student aid eligibility are
removed for formerly
incarcerated individuals (under
parole, probation, or those
residing in a halfway house).

Click here to go to the Mythbuster!
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On Medicaid Suspension vs. Termination

au)fact

|| [=Te [Tor-110 F-Te [ [I[-1-F States are not required to terminate
CT N[V =Te R (o) eligibility for individuals who are
GG EIGHEE{AR R incarcerated based solely on inmate
=) 4 ST TEL=) status. States may suspend eligibility
CA[Te| o SR13 (e [\ [ DEINEY during incarceration, enabling an
[ylet-1gel:1x-1 =1« M individual to remain enrolled in the
state Medicaid program, thereby
facilitating access to Medicaid
services following release.

Click here to go to the Mythbuster!
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On TANF Benefits

au)fact

ALY Y The 1996 Welfare ban applies

felony conviction only to convicted drug felons,
cannot receive and only eleven states have

kept the ban in place in its
TANF/welfare. entirety. Most states have
modified or eliminated the ban.

Click here to go to the Mythbuster!
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On SNAP Benefits

au)fact

[ [V [TEIEN This ban applies only to
1o 131V [e1 =To o) B-R [=1[e]))YA convicted drug felons, and only
e I EIETA T thirteen States have kept the ban
ST T[N 218 in place in its entirety. Most
W\ [T W-CE £ -8 States have modified or
Mol [N\ 1A eliminated the ban.
formerly the
Food Stamp

Program) benefits.

Click here to go to the Mythbuster!
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On Social Security Benefits

au)fact

HIle[le]][1s"A{]d Social Security benefits are not
ST E I RSTTT[ 4142 payable if an individual is
CEN I R[4 58 convicted of a criminal offense
IS ECRYLEGE and confined. However, monthly
RGN [TEIRER benefits usually can be
CIEERET R0 reinstated after a period of
N E( LTV Z) W incarceration by contacting
Social Security and providing
proof of release.

Click here to go to the Mythbuster!
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On Veterans Benefits

au)fact

\LACTELGERE i[04 Veterans may inform VA to have
LIER A G0 VR their benefits resumed within 30
TN T 11 8 days or less of their anticipated
R E R R G VA release date based on evidence
=(a-Nelii(oiF1[\"A from a parole board or other
IEERET R ] ) official prison source showing
[TV ) the Veteran’s scheduled release
date.

Click here to go to the Mythbuster!
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On Veterans Health Care

au)fact

ARG R0 8 An eligible Veteran, who is not
ol g [ 1IN 131 [e3 i [e 14 -8 currently incarcerated, can use VA
- Wy 155 e [p"Xe 18 care regardless of any criminal
[Le=1e:1 k= 1o [y NN (014 history, including incarceration. Only
CTe11[SR{«]A"/-Y when an otherwise eligible Veteran is
GEEUONETE currently incarcerated, or in fugitive
felon status, is he or she not able to
use VA health care.

Click here to go to the Mythbuster!
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On Youth Access to Education Upon Reentry

fact

(016141 i[3[-Te RYe17] (s} The majority of youth involved in the
CEC AL B GX juvenile justice system have strong
Yol g [oTo] -1 (1 (=1 S T1=0 aspirations to continue their
e BTN education, yet face many barriers
e i1l that reduce their access to education
upon reentry.

Click here to go to the Mythbuster!
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On Juvenile Records

au)fact

/:\olol-1-1-3 (o) Privacy of juvenile court records has
juvenile criminal eroded over the years. In many cases
records is strictly criminal justice professionals — and in
. some cases others — can access
limited. information about an individual
stored in state repositories.

Click here to go to the Mythbuster!
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Want to learn more?

National Reentry Resource Center

More information
on reentry policy Federal Interagency Reentry Council

is available at the
following links:

Reentry in Brief

Reentry MythBusters!

Letter to Public Housing Authorities Letter to State Attorneys General from
from HUD Secretary Shaun Donovan: Attorney General Eric Holder:
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Justice Center or the members of the Council of State Governments.



